
Toe Cane Beekeepers Association Minutes 

October 23, 2018 

President Susan Spruill called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. at the United Community Bank in 
Burnsville.  

A slate of nominations for club officers for 2019 was presented and members were asked to vote on the 
slate and any additional nominations were accepted.  Following a vote by ballot the following officers 
were elected:  President, Susan Spruill; Vice President, Ed Geouge; Secretary, Debbie Griffith; Treasurer, 
Mary Sheldon.   

Susan asked that members consider volunteering for service on committees that will be announced soon. 
Members were reminded that dues for both out local club and the N.C. State Beekeepers Association will 
be due between now and February.  State dues may be paid online, and club dues can be paid by 
contacting Mary Sheldon, missmarysheldon@gmail.com 

Following the election of officers, a catered buffet was enjoyed by the members present, paid for by the 
club.  This was in celebration of a successful year and the last meeting of 2018. 

A special presentation was made by David Massengill, regional director of the State Master Beekeepers 
Program.  David presented certificates recognizing two Toe Cane members for achieving the second level 
of certification in the Master Beekeeping Program -- the Journeyman Certificate.  Receiving the awards 
were Michelle Mejia of Poplar and Debbie Griffith of Newland.  Michelle is the first woman to achieve 
the Journeyman level in Yancey County, and Debbie is the first-ever Journeyman in Avery County. 

Member Germaine Galjour has offered to write a column on beekeeping for the Mitchell County 
newspaper.  She asked members to contact her if they are interested in participating. Contact Germaine at 
mangalya9@yahoo.com. 

Moderated by Leigh Knott, a roundtable discussion was held on the subject of “Lessons Learned from my 
Bees this Year.”  Several club members related their experiences including heartbreaking over-wintering 
deaths, successful and unsuccessful spring splits, the unusually low number of swarms last spring, a battle 
with barn swallows decimating an observation hive at Altamont Orchard and advice on how important 
feeding of new splits is in improving chances of success. 

Other topic during the roundtable included usurpation robbing, interest in various ways to raise 
homegrown queens and the statewide prevalence of European Foulbrood this season.  Interest in queen 
rearing by members is strong and Susan reminded everyone that the March meeting of the State 
Beekeepers will include a special workshop on that subject.  Check the state club website for details. 

The Toe Cane board will convene a planning session in the coming weeks to work on plans for 2019 and 
if anyone has ideas for speakers and topic for future meetings, they should contact one of the board 
members. Watch our Facebook page, website and emails for further details on forthcoming meetings. 

Respectfully submitted by Debbie Griffith, secretary, Nov. 12, 2018 


