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Minutes 

The Toe-Cane Beekeepers Association met on July 28, 2015 at 6:30 pm and the United 
Community Bank in Burnsville, NC.  The meeting was brought to order by Vice 
President Joe Capps who announced that Rick and Alice would not be in attendance due 
to a family health problem. 

The meeting and presentation was open to members and the general public.  Joe asked the 
attendees to introduce themselves and report on their bee yard status.  Guests in 
attendence from Onslow country were OC Rogers and his wife Margie.  They are 
planning to move to Rebel’s Creek area and will be bringing their hives with them.   

Dennis and Belinda Burleson, from Yancey county also attended and indicated they are 
not currently beekeepers but are interested in getting started.  Dennis mentioned that he 
has not been able to get into the Mayland beekeeping classes and was hoping to learn 
something from the club.  Joe offered to “teach” him a lot while mowing his bee yard and 
carrying full supers.  The club also talked a little about hosting a beginner’s beekeeping 
class for anyone interested, but unable to take the Mayland course.  OC said that Onslow 
county club member hosts one every year and that it was a good fellowship. 

Sandra Pickens-Chuck and her son, Quintin, who were the winners of the nuc at the 
picnic on June 13, 2013, were also in attendance.  They joined the club, as well as the NC 
beekeepers association, by paying their dues at the meeting. 

Leigh Knott announced a fund raiser for the ToeCane Beekeepers Club.  It will be a black 
jar honey tasting at the Spoon, an artisanal cocktail bar in Spruce Pine.  It is to be held on 
September 15th from 6-8 pm.  Entry will be free with 2 1-lb jars of honey.  Any beekeeper 
from Avery, Mitchell or Yancey (Mayland) can enter.  The winner will have their entry 
fee paid to enter the Black Jar contest hosted by the Center for Honeybee Research in 
October. Tasters will pay $10 for 3 votes.  There will also be door prizes and a small 
winner’s pot.  Leigh will provide more details at a later date.  Proceeds from the tasting 
will go to the club for programs on planting for pollinators, beekeeping awareness and 
other ideas. 

Stanley Holloway presented a slide show in Rick’s absence, on harvesting and marketing 
honey.  Discussions were lively and informative, as usual. 

At the end of Stanley’s presentation, Debra drew names for the door prizes donated by 
Joe and Loree Capps and Debra Palmer.  Winners were: Sandra Pickens-Chuck, Susan 
Spruill, Leigh Knott and Belinda Burleson. 
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Joe reminded members that we will have a booth at the Craft Fair August 7-8th.  There 
will be a double booth with Loree Capps’ wax wares and the ToeCane Beekeepers 
observation hive and honey for sale.  Loree will be at the booth both days.  Volunteers are 
needed for set up Thursday evening (4:30 pm).  Susan Spruill and Leigh Knott will 
(wo)man the booth Friday.  Volunteers are needed to man the booth for Saturday and to 
help take down the tents Saturday evening.   

Donated honey can be dropped off at the Yancey County Extension Office up until 
Thursday (Aug 6th) before 4 pm.  Please bring honey in 1-lb oval jars or in pint-size 
canning jars.  Quart-size jars are too heavy.  The club will purchase your honey for $3 for 
1 lb and $4 for pint.  Smaller jars (half-pint jelly) or squeeze bears can be donated. 

The meeting concluded around 9 PM with a request that we keep Alice and Rick in our 
thoughts and prayers.


