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Minutes 

 

The Toe Cane Beekeepers Association (TCBA) met at 6:30 pm on February 28, 2017 at 

the United Community Bank (UCB) meeting room in Burnsville, NC.  It was the first 

meeting of 2017 and was well attended with approximately 30 attendees.  The meeting 

was a potluck event with general association business up for discussion. 

 

Rick Harty opened the meeting by welcoming the members and guests.  He then asked 

attendees to go around the room and introduce themselves and tell a little about their 

beekeeping experience and why they decided to attend the meeting.  There was much 

discussion around winter losses.  Lewis Cauble, the Bee Inspector for WNC, was in 

attendance and comments on how late season losses are typically due to heavy varroa 

mite infestation and the viruses they transfect, which weaken the bees throughout the 

winter months. 

 

Elections for New Officers 

Rick told the attendees that elections for new officers would be held for the first time by 

closed ballot as opposed to a show of hands.  The closed ballots would also only be 

provided to active members in attendance.  I noted that current officers were Rick Harty, 

President, Joe Capps, Vice President, Alice Harty, Treasurer and Susan Spruill, 

Secretary.  Rick indicated that all officers except Joe Capps were willing to be re-elected 

for another term.  He then asked for nominations for any positions and specifically 

requested nominations or volunteers to fill the VP position.  Michelle Mejia volunteered 

to be nominated for VP position and her name was added to the ballot as a write-in the 

VP position.  Ballots were tallied by Mary Sheldon and new member, Sandee Foust.  The 

results were: 

 President – Rick Harty 

 Vice President – Michelle Mejia 

 Treasurer – Alice Harty 

 Secretary – Susan Spruill 

 

He then announced the formation of new committees and introduced the Chairpersons.  

He asked attendees to consider serving on one or more committee as the TBCA continues 

to grow and become involved in community projects.  The Host/Hostess committee is 

still in need of a chairperson. 

 

Committee Committee Chair 

Programs Michelle Mejia 

Communications Debbie Griffith 

Host/Hostess TBA 

Membership Alice Harty 

Club Sales Mary Sheldon 

Black Jar Honey Tasting 
Contest 

Leigh Knott 
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Committee Committee Chair 

Mt Mitchell Crafts Fair Loree Capps 
 

Annual Picnic and Field Day Mary Sheldon 

Community Events Rick Harty 
 

UPDATE on March 10, 2017, Michelle Mejia announced that new members Zach and 

Laura Downing volunteered to take on the Host/Hostess Committee chairs.  YAY!  New 

members! 

 

Treasury Report 

Alice presented the treasurers report for 2016.  Details of the treasury report are filed with 

the TCBA records.  The following highlights the report: 

 

Description Amount Balance 

Balance as of December 31, 2015  $4,204.38  

Total Deposits $1,979.00 $6,183.38 

Total Expenses -$2,389.80 $3,793.58 

Balance as of February 28, 2017  $3793.58 

 

Other Business 

Rick announced that by-laws were being drafted by Susan Spruill and would be available 

for public comment in the near future. 

 

Susan reminded the club of its commitment to providing wild flower seeds to the 

Pensacola Loving Arms group (represented by Loree Capps).  Loving Arms intends to 

sow the seeds along sections of roadway in the Pensacola community as a beautification 

projects that will also be beneficial to pollinators.  Rick suggested Susan will purchase 

$25-$50 of seeds to be donated to Loving Arms at the March meeting. 

 

Susan also announced that she and Leigh Knott were contacted by Kathleen Wood, 

Executive Director and Garden Manager for the Dig-In! Yancey Community Garden 

for assistance from TBCA in establishing an apiary in honor of our very own TCBA 

member, Deborah Palmer, who served as Dig-In!’s Board President.  Kathleen envisions 

a small apiary of 2+ hives to serve as pollinators of the gardens and as educational tools 

for the visitors to the gardens.  She has indicated that Dig-In! has its own volunteer who 

is a beekeeper willing to manage the hives.  They would just like to have the hive boxes 

and bees donated by the TCBA.  Rick suggested that Susan and Leigh meet in-person 

with Kathleen and perform a site evaluation for optimal hive placement and then report 

back to the TCBA with a plan and costs for project.  Susan and Leigh will be meeting 

with Kathleen in mid-March. 

 

Michelle outlined some ideas she has for upcoming meetings and activities of the TCBA.  

The following were some suggestions: 
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• For our monthly meetings, include a quick update on current national news 

related to bees 

• Invite club members to give “Mini Workshops” on current or seasonal topics.  

• For the honey contest, suggested making a way for more people to go home 

winners. In addition to the people’s choice maybe we could have a judge’s choice 

that factors in moisture content, honey level, proper labeling etc., a winner for 

each county or a 3rd place winner. (Michelle will talk to Leigh about 

possibilities).  

• A pollinator friendly seed/plant swapping night. 

 

Michelle also volunteered to be the TCBA librarian and manage the lending of our books 

and videos to members.  She will get in touch with the Yancey Extension office to make 

the transition. 

 

At the end of the evening Mary drew names for door prizes. The door prizes included a 

box of shallow super foundation, a hive brush, a hive tool, a smoker, and a frame grip.  

The winners were: Dennis Hughes, Loree Capps,  Lydia Wexler,  Tim Trescott  

and Angela Fuller. 

 

New members 

We had 2 new member join: 

SANDEE FOUST (828) 675-1617 sandeefoust@gmail.com 

LAURA & ZACH DOWNING (702) 510 3732 dont_pollute@msn.com 

 

Next Meeting 

The meeting ended at 9 pm.  The next TCBA meeting will be held on March 28, 2017 at 

6:30 pm at the UCB community room in Burnsville, NC.  The speaker will be Lewis 

Cauble, our bee inspector for WNC. 

 

 


