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Minutes 

 

The Toe Cane Beekeepers Association (TCBA) met at 6:30 pm at the United Community 

Bank is Burnsville, NC.  It was the 8th and last meeting of 2017 and was well attended.  

The meeting included a catered dinner from Pig & Grits. 

 

President Rick Harty opened the meeting with a welcome to all attendees and a request 

for everyone to take a minute to introduce themselves while everyone got settled with 

their food.   

 

Association Business 

1. Secretary, Susan Spruill made several announcements: 

a. The TCBA hosted a speaking event by renowned beekeeper and author, 

Michael Bush, on September 30, 2017 at the Burnsville Town Center. The 

free event drew more than 120 people from up to 14 counties in NC, TN 

and SC.   

 

b. The 3rd Annual TCBA Black Jar Honey Tasting Contest was held on 

October 19, 2017 at Homeplace Brewery in Burnsville.  There were 10 

entries representing Mitchell, Avery and Yancey counties.  All attendees 

were invited to taste the entries, but only those who paid the $10 fee were 

permitted to cast a vote. Thirty-two patrons paid the fee.  The winner this 

year was Whippoorwill Hill Apiary from Newland (Avery County).  The 

beekeeper is Deborah Griffith.  Second place went to Chestnut Mountain 

Farm, in Little Switzerland, beekeeper Susan Spruill.  Third place went to 

Oleo Acres, in Little Switzerland, beekeeper Cheryl Hughes.  The TCBA 

will sponsor the winner in the International Honey Tasting Contest to be 

held in Asheville, this winter. 

 

c. This meeting (October 24, 2017) was the last regular TCBA meeting of 

the season.  Members voted for new officers and to ratify the new by-laws. 

 

d. Members were asked to consider volunteering to serve on the executive 

board or to chair one of the committees for the 2018 season. 

 

2. Treasurer Alice Harty reported on the status the TCBA account. 

a. The 2017 Mt. Mitchell Crafts Fair made $1010 in sales, minus 

expenditures for a net gain of $863.50 

b. The Mayland Honey tasting contest brought in $515, minus expenditures 

for a net total of $415 

c. Total account holdings as of October, 2017: $3043.23 

d. Membership dues are to be paid in October in order to be part of the 

NCSBA “yellow book”: $15 for NCSBA membership, and $10 for 

individual TCBA or $15 for “family” TCBA. 
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Program 

There was no scheduled program.  Instead members elected new officers and traded/sold 

beekeeping equipment.  Election results for the 2018 Executive Officers are as follows: 

 President: Susan Spruill 

 Vice President: Zach Downing 

 Secretary: Deborah Griffith 

 Treasurer: Mary Sheldon 

 

Due to the changes in officers, the signatory access to the TCBA bank account, held at 

United Community Bank, will be transferred from Alice Harty (outgoing treasurer) to 

Mary Sheldon (incoming treasurer) and from Rick Harty (outgoing president) to Susan 

Spruill (incoming president).  This change is to take effect immediately.  The mailing 

address of bank statements should also be changed to the incoming president’s mailing 

address. 

 

In addition, the new bylaws were ratified. 

 

A big THANK YOU to outgoing officers: 

 President: Rick Harty 

 Vice President: Michele Mejia 

 Secretary: Susan Spruill 

 Treasurer: Alice Harty 

  

Next Meeting 

The next scheduled meeting of TCBA members, at large, will be February, 27, 2018 at 

the United Community Bank, in Burnsville at 6 pm.  The event will be a potluck and the 

program will be announced at a later date. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Susan Spruill, Secretary on November 8, 2017 

 


