
Toe Cane Beekeepers Association 
Minutes- Feb. 26, 2019 
 
President Susan Spruill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  This was the first meeting of 
2019, and was attended by about 30 members who enjoyed a pot-luck dinner prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Susan announced that for the first time the club is submitting an entry in the Golden 
Achievement Award program sponsored by the N.C. State Beekeepers Association.  The 
program recognizes the efforts of a chapter and its members to advance the practice, science 
and community of beekeeping through the year. Each year the NCSBA GAP recognizes 
NCSBA chapters that have made significant accomplishments in support of North Carolina 
beekeeping over the past year. Points are given for various chapter’s activities and 
accomplishments. Chapters who reach a number of thresholds including public service, winning 
awards and providing mentoring for new beekeepers, etc. are eligible for award of $300. The 
chapter who is named the GAP Chapter of the Year receives $700 in grant money for a chapter 
project.  Toe Cane Secretary Debbie Griffith, who is coordinating out club entry, asked that 
members keep track of their service throughout the year.  This year’s winners will be announced 
at the State Beekeeping Conference in August in Hickory. 
 
Susan also announced that she is updating the club’s swarm-catcher list, and asked that those 
who are willing to answer swarm calls, give her their contact info.  A list of volunteer swarm 
catchers will be given to County Cooperative Extension offices in Mitchell, Avery and Yancey 
Counties, as well as posted on our website. 
 
Susan announced that two of our former bee club members have passed away, Dan Glenn and 
Roy Buchanan.  She has proposed that an honor fund be set up to enable a new beekeeper to 
get off the ground in their efforts.  More info on this project will be announced. 
 
Master Beekeeper and past president Rick Harty announced that there will not be testing for the 
Certified, Journeyman and Master programs at this year’s spring meeting of NCSBA, but that 
there will be written tests administered in Morganton on April 27.  He urged members to 
consider sitting for the tests and becoming Certified, Journeyman and Master Beekeepers.  Our 
club currently has one Master Beekeeper, two Journeyman and five Certified Beekeepers.  Rick 
said he will be scheduling Practical Tests for those who have passed the written Certified test 
this spring.  Contact Rick for scheduling. 
 
Rick also announced that NC Farm Bureau has made a $200 donation to our club to be used in 
educational activities of the club. The club Board is currently making plans for how to best use 
this generous donation is under way.  More details to follow. 
 
Speaker for the evening was Christy Hemenway of Spruce Pine, owner of Gold Star Honey 
Bees.  Christy specializes in Top Bar Beekeeping.  She discussed the unique aspects of the top 



bar hive and some of the reasons why beekeepers choose to use this type of equipment as 
opposed to the standard Langstroth hive.  Christy sells top bar equipment as well as package 
bees, which will be available this spring.  She can be contacted through her website 
goldstarhoneybees.com 
 
Our March meeting will be Tuesday, March 26, at 6 p.m. at United Community Bank in 
Burnsville.  Speaker for the meeting will be Dr. Nicole Soper Gorden, Mars Hill University, on 
"Plant and Insect Interactions," with emphasis on pollinators. More info on this is on our website, 
toecanebeekeepers.net 


