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Minutes 

The Toe-Cane Beekeepers Association met on August 25, 2015 at 6:30 pm and the 
Historical Courthouse in Bakersville, NC.  The meeting was a movie night.  The movie 
was “More than Honey” a 2012 Swiss documentary about apiculture in Switzerland, 
California, China and Australia. The film juxtaposed the traditional beekeeping of Swiss-
German, Fred Jaggi, against that of Miller Honey Farm, a North Dakota based 
commercial pollination and honey production business with more than 4000 hives that 
are trucked from ND to California to for almond pollination.   

Deborah Palmer brought a number of items for door prizes that were given away after the 
movie.  Winners were: Sandra Pickens-Chuck, Susan Wilson, Katherine Deasy and Jeff 
Vance. 

After the movie a short meeting of the officers was convened to discuss the options for 
having Ross Conrad, author of “Natural Beekeeping” speak to local beekeepers in 
November, 2015.  Typically, our club does not meet in November, but Ross will be in NC 
for another beekeepers meeting and the officers felt it would be a good opportunity to 
host the renowned beekeeper.  The decision was made to request funding from several 
sources to pay speaking fees and per deim.  Susan offered up a vacation rental house to 
Ross and his wife to stay.  Rick offered to look into getting the Town Center and funding 
assistance.  In addition, we will make strong efforts to advertise the event in local papers 
and with the Center for Honey Bee Research. 

Finally, tally from the Crafts Fair showed that $881 in total sales was collected from 
honey, shirts, and raffle tickets.  The booth fee was $125, leaving a net income of $756.  
Many thanks to those who operated the booth, donated honey and honeybee related items 
for the raffle baskets.  

The next beekeepers meeting will be September 22, 2015 at 6:30 pm at the United 
Community Bank.


