
Toe Cane Beekeepers Association 
Minutes 4-24-18 

President Susan Spruill called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. at the United Community Bank 
in Burnsville.   
Susan made several announcement including: 
1) The club is currently collecting materials for an application for the NC State Beekeepers’ 
Golden Achievement Program. The program recognizes chapters that have made significant 
accomplishments in support of North Carolina beekeeping over the past year. Every NCSBA 
Chapter is eligible for recognition. Points are given for various Chapter activities and 
accomplishments. Chapters submit their accomplishments from the past year to the Program 
Coordinating Team for review by the Spring Conference of each year. 
2) The NCSBA Summer Conference is scheduled for July 19-21 in Flat Rock, with a stellar slate 
of speakers headlined by Tom Seeley, Cornell University, and author of Honeybee Democracy.  
Susan encouraged all members of our club to consider attending the conference.  She also said 
the club will offer a subsidy to defray the conference costs to any Toe Cane member who is also 
a member of the state association.  Exact amount of the subsidy and other details will be 
announced to the membership by email in the coming weeks 
3)Upcoming activities: 

a) The club plans a summer members picnic and hive inspection on Saturday, June 9, at 
the home of Mary Sheldon.  Details and directions will be sent to members via email in the 
coming weeks. 

b) A list of people who would like to volunteer to be Beekeeping Mentors to aid new 
beekeepers in their efforts is being assembled.  

Guest speaker for the evening was Phyllis Stiles from Bee City USA.  The organization fosters 
ongoing dialogue in urban areas to raise awareness of the important role of pollinators.  Her 
presentation covered many aspects of pollination and the variety of insects that ensure successful 
pollination of crops.   

Next Meeting: The May 22nd meeting of the club will feature a presentation by Dr. Paul Arnold 
of Young Harris College.  Dr. Arnold has been at the college since 1987 and is a graduate of 
Huntington University where he earned a degree in wildlife management and biological science.  
He received his doctorate in botany from Miami University in Ohio.  He teaches courses in 
biology, botany invertebrate zoology, microbiology and beekeeping.  His topic for the meeting 
will be “Comparisons in Appalachian and Carpathian Beekeeping.” 

Respectfully submitted by Debbie Griffith, secretary, May 6, 2018


