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Minutes 

A regular meeting of the Toe-Cane Beekeepers Association met on March 22, 2016 at 
6:30 pm at the United Community Bank in Burnsville, NC. 

President Rick Harty welcomed members and meeting attendees. He then introduced 
other officers and asked them to give an overview of their club responsibilities.  Other 
officers included are: 
 Joe Capps – Vice President 
 Alice Harty - Treasurer 
 Susan Spruill – Secretary 
 Leigh Knott – Communications Coordinator 
 Deborah Palmer – Programs Coordinator 

Susan reminded attendees that the next club meeting, to be held on April 26, 2016, is a 
pot-luck dinner, so bring a dish and enjoy Leigh Knott’s presentation on pollinator 
plantings.  

All other attendees were asked to introduce themselves and give a brief update on their 
over-winter hive survival.  Nearly all those with active hives going into winter reported 
between 30-50% loses.  Some were much higher!  Many beekeepers complained of hives 
absconding right after the first big chill (late January) leaving behind hives with no 
capped brood, very few dead bees and supers full of honey. 

Joe Capps is now selling raffle tickets for the Toe-Cane Picnic give-away.  The tickets are 
$5 each and the prize is a new hive from Joe’s bee yard. 

Rick then introduced the speaker, VP Joe Capps, who spoke about the flowering season 
for native (and some invasive) plants in Western NC.  Handouts from Joe’s presentation 
are attached.  Joe interspersed some interesting bee life-cycle details in his presentation.  
For instance, white clover, holly and gum pollens were “baby bee food” and tended to be 
plentiful when the hive was rearing the first big spring crop of bees around the first of 
May.  Joe also recommended beekeepers visit the NC State Entomology Department’s 
website and the local extension agency for more information on bee friendly plants. 

At the end of the presentation, Deborah pulled 5 winners to receive a door prize.  Winners 
were Michelle Mejia, Alice Harty, Bill Calloway, Keith Stewart and Shane McMahan. 

Deborah also asked folks to write down a topic they would like to hear more about from 
our club.  This list is as follows: 

• How/when to do Hive Splits 
• Mite control and Foul Brood prevention 
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• Catching swarms 
• Beekeeping 101 for NEW beekeepers 
• Pollinator plantings 
• Is sugar and pollen substitute ultimately harmful to a healthy hive? 
• Causes of Hive losses, what to do to prevent losses 
• Top-bar beekeeping 
• Colony Collapse Disorder - what do we know now? 
• Advantages/disadvantages of medium vs deep hive boxes 
• How to ensure feeding is helpful during winter? 
• Organic Mite treatment/prevention 

The next regular club meeting is scheduled for April 22, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the United 
Community Bank in Burnsville, NC.  It is a POTLUCK!


