
Toe Cane Beekeepers Association Meeting 1 

May 23, 2017 

 

Minutes 

 

The Toe Cane Beekeepers Association (TCBA) met at 6:30 pm on May 23, 2017 at the 

United Community Bank (UCB) meeting room in Burnsville, NC.  It was the fourth 

meeting of 2017 and was well attended with approximately 20 attendees. 

 

Association Business 

At the request of Rick Harty, Michelle Mejia ran the business portion of the meeting.  

The meeting was opened by welcoming the members and guests.  Susan made a few 

announcements: 

 

1) A draft of the TCBA Bylaws was mailed/emailed to all members with a request 

for review.  Comments are due back by June 1, 2017. 

 

2) Reminder that the Annual picnic would be held at the home and apiary of Mary 

Sheldon and Jim Ludwig on June 10, 2017. 

 

3) TCBA will be participating in the Annual Mt Mitchell Crafts Fair to be held 

August 4-5, 2017.  We will have a double booth with Loree Capps and SouthFace 

Honey.  Loree will be looking for volunteers to help man the booths on both days. 

 

4) Norma Crishawn from YCES will be retiring at the end of June 2017.  Deb 

Palmer made a lovely banner for the TCBA members to sign.  We wish Norma 

well in her retirement!  Also, as a result, Debbie Griffith and Susan Spruill will 

step up plans to get the TCBA website up and running and to introduce 

Mailchimp as a tool for communicating with members and people who are 

interested in our meetings.  Stay tuned! 

 

The meeting was a Potluck and as attendees were getting their food, Michelle asked them 

to go around the room and introduce themselves and tell a little about their beekeeping 

experiences and how their hives were doing.   

 

Treasury Report 

Alice Harty was not in attendance. 

 

Speaker 

Our member Tim Trescott and his daughter Emily tag-teamed a wonderful presentation 

on rendering wax from honey-comb and “slumgum”.  Slumgum is the residue of typical 

wax rendering.  It contains bits of dirt, bee parts, propolis and pupa casings (nasty stuff!).   

 

Emily gave a little history of the importance of wax and her family’s involvement in the 

rendering business.  Tim answered technical questions.  It turns out that the Trescott’s 

Beelite Wax Recovery (www.beeswaxrecovery.com) is 1 of only 12 businesses in the US 

that render slumgum! 

 

http://www.beeswaxrecovery.com/
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When the process is complete (and passes Penny’s inspection!), the residue is a dark, 

granulated substance that looks and feels like coffee grounds.  Tim told us, they had it 

tested and it turns out to be mainly organic matter with a 3-1-1 ratio of nitrogen, 

phosphorus and potassium.  The next phase of the business plan is to find a viable market 

for the residue. 

 

Door Prize 

At the end of the evening Laura drew names for door prizes. The winners were: Jim 

Ludwig, Michaela Shaw, Zach Downing and Rick Harty. 

 

New members 

Nute Nicholson joined TCBA. 

 

Next Meeting 

The meeting ended at 8:30 pm.  The next gathering of TCBA will be Annual Picnic on 

June 10, 2017 at noon, at the home of Mary Sheldon and Jim Ludwig.  

 

The next TCBA meeting, with a speaker, will be held on July 25, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the 

UCB community room in Burnsville, NC.  The speaker will be member Leigh Knott who 

will talk about queen rearing. 

 


